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go on board, and in our presence another search is undertaken
of all chests, bundles and other articles, which we find upon
deck. What is below deck cannot be searched and remains
entirely the responsibility of the guards by the measures taken
up to that time. A muster is taken, as required by the said in-
structions, and then we go ashore, and the caravel sets sail, the
guards going in her as far as Rrestello. This, sir, is the order
and government of the proceedings, and we think it such as is
fitting for your service. With reference to this matter of gold
which is thought to have come from Myna contrary to rule, we
can neither presume nor believe ought, except that it was
brought back in return for what was carried from here, contrary
to your instructions and by means of these guards and pilots of
the caravels, who are frequently and well enough warned and
reprimanded by Estevan Vaz, as is fitting. Till now we have not
discovered the men in your service, who commit such mistakes
and neglect their duty; and, though it may be presumption on
our part, we do not know for certain whether by this means in
this case your highness receives so great a disservice.
It also seems to us that many things are carried from here by
the caravels, which go to the island of Sam Thomee, and that
from the said island they illegally exchange these things at Myna
by the collusion of those who are there and who deal with them;
and this is another loophole, whereby the order of your instruc-
tions may be often broken and your watch rendered useless,
and for which there is at present no satisfactory remedy.
With reference to the changing of the said guards for persons
of another quality, we think that what they now do can be done
by any others whatsoever, provided they are more or less
reliable and have perchance less fear and more courage. Good
men, known as such, are needed for this business, and not any
others whatsoever.
And the practice here is so well established for the require-
ments of your service that we are at a loss to know how to
improve it, for the faults are not with anything else but in the
mistakes made by the guards, and these are such that they can-
not by any means be prevented, once the men are determined
to do what they ought not.